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AUT UNIVERSITY

LOCATION: Auckland CBD
WEBSITE: www.aut.ac.nz/mba

Official name of MBA programme: Master of Business 
Administration
Part-time or full-time? Both
Duration: 12-48 months
Intake date/s: Six intakes: 22 August, 17 October, 4 
January 2017, 27 February 2017, 24 April 2017, 19 
June 2017.

Strengths and emphasis: The AUT Business School 
is a market leader in New Zealand and is among 
an elite group of five percent of business schools 
worldwide accredited by AACSB International. 
Our MBA offers flexible study options with six 
start dates each year and after work classes. To 
ensure students receive the best possible learning 
experience, class content is delivered by leading 
academic and industry lecturers who focus on 
practical application and personal development 
objectives, so students can excel and grow as both a 
manager and a leader. Through our applied business 
projects, students will also extend their networks by 
working alongside high calibre professionals from a 
range of industries.
Vision and strategy: Designed for aspiring general 
or divisional managers or chief executives – those 
wanting to transform their careers and be at the 
forefront of business leadership. Attention is paid to 
developing skills, capabilities and techniques that lie 
at the heart of the practice of management and the 
values, attitudes and beliefs that form managers’ 
world views and professional identities.
Delivered by staff with strong academic qualifications 
and practical experience in an interactive teaching/
learning environment.
Admission criteria: Bachelor’s degree, graduate 
diploma or relevant professional qualification, 
plus minimum of five years’ relevant professional 
experience since graduation. Applicants for whom 
English is a second language must have IELTS 
(Academic) 6.5 overall and minimum of 6.0 in each 
band.
Current number of students: Average class size 25.
Cost: $38,430 (2016 fee) NZ; $38,430 (2016 fee) 
Overseas.
Weekly time commitment: Each paper requires 
attendance at 1 x 3-hour class and approximately 
10 hours of personal study time. Students take 1-4 
papers per term and complete in 1-4 years.
Pass rate: Completion rate 98 percent, pass rate 
across all papers 96 percent.
Accreditation: AACSB and by the Chartered Institute 
of Procurement and Supply (CIPS) as a route to CIPS 

Chartered Status. AUT’s MBA has also been awarded 
five Stars in a 2016 QS Stars for Business Schools 
ratings exercise. QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) is a 
leading global provider of higher education rankings 
and evaluations. 
Skills mastered: Graduates have the skills and 
the personal leadership qualities, combined with 
creativity and innovation, to confidently manage in 
the challenging global business environment. The 
programme provides a link to professional practice, 
enabling the development of those wanting to gain 
advanced management skills. 
Includes: Communication, team work and partnering; 
Leadership and motivation; Decision making and 
problem solving; Technological literacy; Business 
literacy; Contextual application; Critical reflection; 
Ethical awareness; International outlook.

MASSEY UNIVERSITY

LOCATION: Auckland, Wellington,  
Palmerston North
WEBSITE:  massey.ac.nz/mba

Program: Massey University Executive MBA 
Part-time or full-time?  Part-time
Duration: 25 months
Intakes:  22 February, 2017

Strengths and emphasis: The Massey MBA has a 
flexible delivery model, offered in multiple locations. 
With a national cohort there are opportunities to 
learn and network from students throughout New 
Zealand. The content is relevant and applied in 
nature.  The highlight for many students is one of 
our international study tours which are attached to 
the strategy paper offered in the second year, giving 
a global perspective to their learning. 
Programme vision and strategy: In a rapidly changing 
business and social world we are driving New 
Zealand business forward by producing graduates 
who can apply strategic management skills at a 
senior level in changing business environments. They 
transform organisations through strategic leadership, 
intellectual rigour and professional ethical values.
Admission criteria: A bachelor’s degree and 
practical work experience of no less than seven 
years work experience, including at least two 
years at management level. We can also accept a 
limited number of students with diplomas and trade 
qualifications with substantial work experience with 
the Director’s approval. On receipt of the application 
and required documentation selected applicants are 
then invited for an interview.
Current number of students: 120. Average class size 
20-30.
Cost: $39,370 plus travel, including the international 
study tour.

Weekly time commitment: 15-30 hours a week plus 
class time every third weekend.
Pass rate: Approximately 90 percent. 
Accreditation: AACSB, AMBA.
Skills mastered:
Graduates will contribute to New Zealand and 
the world through their creative thinking, their 
innovative approaches, and their connections with 
industry. Graduates of Massey University benefit 
from opportunities to problem-solve and apply 
theory in practice to a variety of real-world learning 
contexts during their study.

THE UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND

LOCATION: Auckland City 
WEBSITE: www.mba.auckland.ac.nz

Program:  University of Auckland Executive MBA 
Part-time or full-time? Part-time.
Duration: Two years
Intakes: November intake for early January start in 
the following year.  

Strengths & emphasis: MBA study with the University 
of Auckland is a life-changing experience. It is 
not about simply acquiring a set of professional 
skills. It is an important transitional stage in your 
personal and professional development as a leader 
and decision maker. The programme focuses on the 
competencies and capabilities demanded of senior 
decision makers. It prepares participants to think at 
advanced levels and then challenges them to apply 
this advanced thinking in the business environment.
Programme vision & strategy: The University of 
Auckland MBA programme continues to evolve as the 
business environment evolves, to equip managers 
of small, medium and large organisations to address 
the challenges of the day in an increasingly global, 
digitised and competitive business context.
Admission criteria: To gain entry to the MBA, you 
should ideally have a strong first degree and no less 
than three years’ full-time senior level management 
experience. The MBA involves part–time study and 
is designed for experienced working professionals 
resident in New Zealand. 
Current number of students: 130 in total. Class sizes 
typically 25-35.
Cost: The MBA fee is $44,450.40, as of 2016, 
plus an overseas study trip of approximately 
$5,000. Participants are responsible for the cost of 
textbooks. 
What is the cost for offshore students? The MBA is not 
available to offshore students as the programme is 
designed for working professionals resident in New 
Zealand.
Weekly time commitment: 12 hours per fortnight 
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of lecture time. Students are actively involved in 
studying for 44 weeks of the year. Every year has 
four quarters – ten weeks study, one week for 
assessments and a one-week break.
Pass rate: 95-100 percent due to the stringent 
entrance criteria and emphasis placed on the 
collective cohort performance.
Accreditation: Triple Crown accreditation from the 
three leading global accrediting organisations: AMBA, 
AACSB, and EQUIS. 
Skills mastered: Our MBA graduates are highly valued 
decision-makers who are driven and committed to 
making a positive leadership contribution.
They have challenged their thinking, gained new 
business tools, enhanced their management skills, 
broadened their horizons and position themselves 
to maximise their contribution, and their business’s 
contribution, to the New Zealand economy and 
beyond.

UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY

EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES

LOCATION: Christchurch  
WEBSITE: www.exec.canterbury.ac.nz

Program: Master of Business Administration
Part-time or full-time? Both
Duration: 15 months full-time, up to five years part-
time. 
Intakes: February, April, July and September. 

Strengths & emphasis: Gaining an MBA is considered 
a key professional milestone for many aspiring 
and accomplished business leaders, offering 
both personal and professional fulfilment. We are 
committed to assisting you through this important 
transformative stage. In doing so, we give students 
control of their workload through a compressed 
time frame and flexible delivery options to fit in 
around family and work commitments. We also offer 
additional academic support to assist you with your 
transition into study and to allow you to optimise 
your investment.
Vision and strategy: The UC MBA programme aims 
to produce graduates who are industry relevant, 
engaged and responsive in the marketplace. 
Delivered by lecturers with significant management 
and consulting experience, the programme’s core 
curriculum will engage you in a dynamic combination 
of innovation, strategic perspectives and advanced 
business acumen to establish valuable and 
responsible leadership skills. 
Admission criteria: No prior Commerce background 
is needed for this programme. However, the 
following entry criteria are required:
•  A degree in any discipline with a B average or 

above.
•  At least five years’ experience in a managerial, 

professional, entrepreneurial or leadership role.
•  Excellent English communication skills.
However, if you do not meet our direct entry criteria 

for the MBA there are a number of staircasing 
qualifications to take you there. 
Current number of students: Approximately 100 
students undertaking the MBA programme with 
another 100 students in pathway programmes. 
Average 25 students per class.
Cost: $36,100 (2016), 2017 TBA.
Cost for offshore students: $51,396 (2016), $52,500 
(2017)
Weekly time commitment: Six to 12 hours of contact 
time per week. 
Pass rate: For students who complete all of 
the programme requirements the pass rate is 
approximately 95 percent.
Accreditation: AMBA, AACSB
Skills mastered: Though a demanding programme, 
there are significant, proven long-term returns of 
gaining a UC MBA.
•  Develop your leadership and strategic thinking 

capabilities.
•  Gain a more holistic outlook of your firm’s 

operations and global business perspectives.
•  Launch your entrepreneurial career and start your 

own venture as part of your project.
•  Expand your professional network.

CORPORATE & EXECUTIVE 
EDUCATION, WAIKATO 
MANAGEMENT SCHOOL, 
UNIVERSITY OF WAIKATO

LOCATION: Hamilton, Tauranga and  
Waikato-Tainui College for Research  
and Development at Hopuhopu          
WEBSITE:  www.management.ac.nz/mba

Programme: Master of Business Administration
Duration: Two years (part-time), or three years 
(part-time) through Postgraduate Diploma in 
Management Studies route.
Intakes: Postgraduate Diploma – February; Waikato 
MBA - March

Strengths & emphasis: We develop responsible, 
transformative leaders who have the skills and 
knowledge to influence and implement value creation 
strategies for organisations. The first part of the 
MBA programme develops participants’ functional 
and strategic business competencies. The second 
part advances their strategic understanding of 
the business world, including the complex and 
international issues faced by business leaders, 
and the influence skills necessary to drive change. 

Underpinning this programme is a leadership 
clinic, where participants’ leadership characteristics 
are diagnosed and interventions introduced for 
professional development.
Programme vision and strategy: Waikato 
Management School has Triple Crown accreditation, 
a global mark of excellence in business education 
that places us in the top one percent of nearly 
14,000 business schools worldwide. The University is 
research rich and houses many research institutes, 
with 1000 PhDs working in Hamilton alone. A leading 
business school for research into sustainability, 
Waikato’s education philosophy is practice-relevant 
and research-led. We develop leaders who can think 
creatively, work collaboratively with stakeholders, 
lead and influence others, and care for their 
community while balancing the economic needs of 
their business. 
Admission criteria: Undergraduate degree, plus at 
least three years’ relevant management experience 
and referee checks. Undergraduate degree can be 
waived if applicants can demonstrate a minimum of 
five years’ substantial managerial experience and 
some tertiary study
Current number of students: Class sizes generally 
30 to 35. 
Cost: 2017 Fees: Part One - $16,340; Part Two - 
$30,050 (inclusive of GST and includes International 
Study Tour costs). All fees are subject to change 
depending on University Council approval and 
changes in University supplementary charges.
Weekly time commitment: The typical weekly 
commitment would be about 10-15 hours of self-
study time. Apart from self-study, MBA participants 
would also commit to about 12 hours of class time 
every other week. Postgraduate Diploma participants 
can choose to do the first year of the MBA over a 
one or two-year period – either one or two nights 
per week.
Pass rate: 92 to 95 percent 
Accreditation: Triple Crown Accreditation: AMBA 
(International MBA accreditation, UK based); EQUIS 
(International business school accreditation, based 
in Europe); AACSB (International business school 
accreditation, based in North America); ISO 9001.
Skills mastered: Graduates emerge with a 
comprehensive, in-depth perspective on the 
key issues facing leaders and managers. Their 
perspective on the business environment shifts from 
functional to strategic, from local to global, from 
specialist to generalist, from uncertain to confident, 
from perceived problems to opportunities, and 
from management to leadership. They will have 
the capability to analyse complex situations, make 
decisions, and propose strategies that add significant 
value to their organisations.  
The programme equips existing leaders to step into 
senior roles, broadens functional specialists’ business 
understanding, and adds best-practice theory to an 
entrepreneur’s practical expertise. Participants are 
able to apply what they learn at the weekend on 
Mondays, equipping them with a strategic toolkit 
when they complete the degree.
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